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is remarkably able, my mother. There is very
little for me to teach him. He seems, indeed, to
have learnt a great deal from you."

She answered: " I have taught him to walk
humbly in the presence of the elders; the rest he
has from his father and from you and the other
teachers."

The Acharya said, "When I was explaining
a verse of the Gita to him, he said that he had
heard the explanation from you previously. How
does it happen that you know the Gita so well ?"

The lady replied, " My father was very
learned in sacred lore. As a little girl I used to
sit near him when he taught his pupils. What I
heard then has remained in my mind." And this
was true. The lady did not know how to read and
write. But what did this matter? Reading is a
means for getting access to knowledge. It is not
itself knowledge. One man may read and not
learn so much as another may by moving amongst
the learned and hearing them talk.

Parasar's mother trained his mind by talking
to him frequently of the incidents of his father's
life. When the father left Kanchi to go to
Sriranga, he had given. up all the wealth that he
had earned there and started empty-handed. The